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BROUGHT TO B0I
CHAPTEttlV

Jesh but you wont ece mc tomorrow
It was three weeks later Marcus

Gray had been as good as his word Not
only had he made Crakes acquaintance
in the interim but by thia time tho two
to employ an expressive locution had
become as thick as thieves He bad
sought out Crake at the billiard room
of the Flagon and Cask the tavern
which Inspector Fountains report to-
Mr Orde had mentioned aa being hia
favorite house of call Grays role bad
been that of a simple young American
over in London for a holiday with no
lack of money to fling away and not
caringtmuch how he got rid of it so long
as he saw plenty of life in return It
was a part ho played to perfection at
Crake clung to him like a leech from
the moment be found that the supply of
sovereigns to be squeezed out of himH
one way or another had no apparent
limit They got into the way of meet-
ing

¬

regularly about two oclock in the
afternoon when Crake who was really
a crack player would for the nest two
hours give lessons to his new found
friendin the art and mystery of billiards
always of course for a consideration
Later on they would dine and spend tho
evening together equally of course at
the Americans expense

For the present there was only one
i thing that Gray stuck out against Ho-

vronld havenothiug to do with tho bet-
ting

¬

on the turf but Crake by no means
despaired of being able by and by to-

overcomea prejudice sopuritanicnl and
Absurd and one at the saute time o-

inimicaltb his own interesfs-
Ofi the night to which wo have now

come Gray and Crake left the Flagon
and Cask together as they had done
eeveral times before It was half paafi
twelve and closing time and no 6oone-
rhadthey crossed the threshold than tfce
door was shut and bolted behind them
They had been plajnng billiards to-

gether since eight oclock Crake of
course giving hia opponent a certain
number of points notwithstanding
which the American bad lost every
game but two Tonight too ha had
insisted on backing hia play for half a-

ebvereign a game and as by some mis-

chance
¬

it was a thing which had nevoi
happened before he had fallen short of
ready money the result had been that

4

bytbe time they left oif play Crake held
his IO D for three pounds fifteen bor-
rowed

¬

cash as to which he was not at
all uneasy feeling sure he would be re-
couped on the morrow It was evident
that Gray who was ordinarily most ab-

stemious
¬

had been drinking more than
was good for him He staggered slightly
aahe came out into the cool night ail

nd clutched at the lapel of Mb com-

panions
¬

coat
Cralca drew the otbers arm within hi3

own and ok they stroUed up the street
together he said

I suppose I had better hail the first
liansom we come across

Towhich Gray who had left hi-

ifncles bouse gome time before and was
now in lodgings at tho west end re-

plied

¬

Bight you are dear boy only 1-

hafent got a blessed sou to pay the
cabby with Here he gave a lurch
wbich carriedpfake and himself half
Rcibsa the pavement

My dear fellow as if fmy pnra-
ewoentat your service exclaimed Crak
reproachfully

A second or two later Gray came to-

rf unsteaTdy halt
Crake lie said with tipsy gravity

Ive made a dashed idjit of xashel-
ftnight

Cant seeit toy boy What is it thai
you have done

Ive given yon IO U for the money 1-

t owe you wbilo allthe time Ive a twenty
pound note in my pocketbook

Thats no good tonight old man
Theres no place open where you could
ret it changed But what does it mat

lr Yon can redeem your bit of paper
when I see you tomorrow

Yesn but you wonjt see me tomor-

row answered GrayLwIth another
lurch and a hiccough Going to Paris
by morning train Telegram Forgot
all about it till now Musho Be

back in a fortnieht or three weeks If

yon cant change note 1UU mush stand
over till I come back

For a full minute or more Crake stood
in silent thought Thechances were
he argued that if the American once
gotas far as Paris nothing more would
be seen of him in London in which case
his 1017 would be so much waste paper
The sum was not a large one but Crake
was by no means minded to lose it-

H6 set his teeth hard for a moment or
two and then be said

If you like to come with me as fai-

as my lodgings 1 think 1 can perhaps
manage to change your note

Half an hour later Marcus Gray was
on his way home in a hansom All
signs of inebriety had vanished He was
his usual self keen alert and quietly
eelf possessed In exchange for his
twenty pound note Crake had given him
three five pound notes his IO U and
the balance in cash

Eustace Crake was seated at breakf a° t
next morning with a sporting newspaper
supported against the hot water jug in
front of him when the door of his sit-

ting
¬

room was unceremoniously opened
and two men entire strangers to him
walked in and shut the door behind
them

Yon are Mr Eustace Crake said
the ejder of the two interrogatively

Crakenodded-
I am Inspector Fountain of Scotland

Yard 1 added the officer
On the instant every vestige of colot

faded out of Crakes face leaving it of a
gray corpselike pallor For a few mo-

ments
¬

he was like a man suddenly smit-
ten

¬

with the loss of speech then with a
grimace which he evidently meant for a
smile he said

To whafc may I attribute the bonoi-
of this visit Mr Inspector

Last night or rather at an early houi
this morning you changed a twenty
pound note for a gentleman of the name
of Gray giving him as part of tho
change three notes of five pounds each
Can you oblige me Mr Crake by in-

forming
¬

me when and from whom the
notes in question came into your posses-
sion

¬

Crake bit his lip hard for a moment oi
two as if tho pain might help him to
keep down the nervous trembling that
was beginning to overmaster him Then
he said

Really you ask me more than 1 am-

in a position to tell yon In my profes-
bion which is that of a betting man
such a number of notes pass through my
hands in the course of a mouth that it is
out of the question for me to keep any
record of their numbers or to rememlwr
from whom I may have received this one
or the other

1 can quite understand that replied
Fountain May 1 ask whether you
are acquainted with any one of tho
name of Parkinson Mr William Park-
inson

¬

Crake considered awhile and then
shook his hpud-

I have no recollection of bavins been
introduced to or done business with nu
one of that name But what is the ob-

ject
¬

of all this catechising if 1 may bB

allowed a question in my turn
That you will presently learn In

the first place 1 may inform you that it
was a Mr Parkinson who paid the late
Mr Lumsden a certain sum in bank-
notes on the morning of that gentle ¬

mans death which notes were undoubt-
edly

¬

stolen by the person or persons who
wero guilty of tho murder

Ah was all that Crake could find
to say for a moment Then after mois-
tening

¬

his lips with his tongue he added
You will pardon me if 1 fail to see in

what way that fact connects itself with
the notes paid over by me to Mr Gray
My cousin Mr Charles Lumsden in a
talk 1 had with him a little while ago
distinctly assured me that the number
of the missing notes were not kuown
Now if that be the case how His
eyes finished the question

It is quite true Mr Crake that the
number of the stolen notes are not
known said the inspector gravely

but that does not imply that thero may
not be other means of identification

Not one of the notes paid by me to
Gray bore an indorsement of any kind
On that point 1 can speak most posi-

tively
¬

was Crakes reply
In any case 1 mustJisk jou to accom-

pany
¬

me to Scotland Yard said Foun-
tain

¬

I have a cab waiting at the cor-

ner
¬

of the street
On their arrival at Scotland Yard In-

spector
¬

Fountain ushered his charge into
a room where two officials in uniform
were busy writing with one of whom
he held a brief colloquy in a low voice
In another room although Crake did
not know it Marcus Gray and Mr Par-
kinson

¬

were in waiting in case any fur-
ther

¬

evidence beyond that which they
had already tendered should be re-

quired
¬

Their polloquyat an end one of the
officials produced from a drawer the
three notes given by Crake to Gray a
few hours before and handed them to
Fountain who proceeded to straighten
them out on the smooth surface of the
desk They were old and crumpled
and frayed at the edges tthey had seen
inucji jservice and vere grimy with the
contact of many fingers As they lay
there face downward no sign of an in-

dorsement or memorandum of any sort
was visible on the back of any of them

w

fountain had beckoned to Crake who
with gray set face and straining eyes
was now peering over his shoulder and
it was not till the former with his fore-
finger

¬

had drawn attention to what even
when closely examined looked like
nothing more than a few meaningless
dots and scratches in faded ink on the
soiled paper that Crake sharpsighted-
as he was as mnch as noticed their ex-

istence
¬

Then producing a small mag¬

nifying glass andoffering it to the other
Fountain said

And now sir if you will look
through this you will see that on each of
the notes is plainly to be read in pho-
nographiccharacters that is to say in
shorthand the indorsement William
Parkinson together with the date of
June tho eighth the very day in point of
fact before the murder of Mr Lums¬

den
Scarcely had the last words left the

officers lips before Crake fell backward
in a swoon A careful search of his
lodgings brought to light two more
notes bearing a similar phonographic in-

dorsement
¬

The remainiug five had
probably been passed away by hiui in
the ordinary course of his business He
was committed for trial in due course
but before that event took place he con-

trived
¬

to commit suicide in hi cell In-

a paper which he left behind him oc-

curred
¬

the following passage
It is true thatI killed myennsin but

I asseverate most solemnly that the act
was wholly unpremeditated and was the
result of a moment of ungovernable
passion

Some three months later one of the
quietest of quiet weddings was cele-
brated

¬

in a certain suburban church To
the reader who lias seen fit thus far to
follow the fortunes of the personages
concerned in this narrative it would be
superfluous to moution the name of
either the bride or bridegroom All the
Year Round

Crownings Memory
Few people possessed the gift of mem-

ory
¬

in a higher degree than Mr BrowoA-
ing I am reminded of this by what 1

have been recently told by his friend
and mine Mrs Lo Poor Wynne She
tolls mo that in company with Mr
Browning and Mr Cotter Morison they
wero oneday discussing Byron of whom
Mr Browning was nil intense admin
He spoko of Byrons extraordinary pow-
ers

¬

of satire and repeated at consider-
able

¬

length a portion of tho Vision vf
Judgment beginning with the words

St Peter stood at the celestial gate
When ho finished Mr Browning said
I havo not repeated those lines for

forty years but they aro graven on my
memory Then ho burst out with the
remark Byron was ono of tho moat
wonderful men ever created and tnrn-
ing to Mrs Wynno ho said pressing her
arm in tho way ho had when much in-

terested
¬

To think of nil this coming to-

an end at thirtysoven-
Mr Cotter Morison agreed that as a

satirist Bymn was unrivaled but throw
out the query Ia he a great poet
Mr Browning for answer recited with
intense feeling those well known lined

Tis well that I should bo unmoved
never faltering at a word Mra Wynne
tells mo that ho asked her if she remom
bored tho dedication to Don Juan
and proceeded to quote from it at eoaio
length Templo Bar

Electric Light and Plant life
The action exercised by the electric

light on plants varies according to the
species and to solvo the problem numer-
ous

¬

researches are still necessary The
only points which seem to be decided
are tho following Tho electric light ac-

celerates assimilation and often hastens
growth and maturation in some easea-
it intensifies tho coloration of flowers
and sometimes increases the production
Nocturnal repose is not absolutely nec-

essary for tho growth and developmex1-
of all the plants The direct rays pro-

duced
¬

by the electric aro without globe
have a very injurious effect on flowers
too close to the lamp Tho intervention
between the arc and plants of a globe of
ordinary gli3 arrests all hurtful effect
which are exclusively attributable to
violet and ultraviolet rays and not art

was first supposed to the production of
nitrous acid Horticultural Times
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Remember Our Story
It will commence about Jan 1 93
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UMBEB BLINDS AND DQQR

And all kinds Building Material
JSIPABent for tho celebrated Madison Indinna BeeY for sale by

cask cr car load Will pay highest pricc for country produce

STORE Ono block from Ilio Grande railtoad depot
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MATAMOROS MEXICO

San Antonio Brewing Associatm
Export

Best beer in the market Guar
in this climateanteed to keep j

Made from the best Malt andHops
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